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First United Methodist Church – McCamey 

 

 
 
 

FIRST UMC – Iraan  
P.O. Box 816 (401 S. Harte St.) 

Iraan, Texas   79744 
iraanumc@gmail.com  

www.fumc-iraan.blogspot.com  
(432) 639-2333 

 
 

FIRST UMC – McCamey  
P.O. Box 915 (1601 S. Burleson) 

 McCamey, Texas  79752 
mccameyumc@gmail.com  

www.fumc-mccamey.blogspot.com  
(432) 652-8824 

 
 

Pastor’s Cell:  
(432) 664-8832 

 
 

First United Methodist Church – Iraan 

 

 
 

mailto:iraanumc@gmail.com
http://www.fumc-iraan.blogspot.com/
mailto:office@sidney-firstumc.org
http://www.fumc-mccamey.blogspot.com/


 

The Pastor’s Page 

I hope you are having an enjoyable summer... despite the heat!  As 
you know, I will be attending the first session of the Two-year 
Academy for Spiritual Formation at the Oblate Renewal Center in 
San Antonio, July 26-31.  I am particularly looking forward to the 
worship services, the music and the fellowship of my fellow 
pilgrims.  It helps me to know that your support, prayers, and gifts 
are making this experience possible.   

Unfortunately, summer is winding down; however, I am really 
excited about "getting into the swing of things"  of autumn in west 
Texas.  Before we know it school will be back in session, football 
season will be upon us, and hopefully we’ll see a bit more rain.   

Please read through the newsletter so that you will be aware of 
some of the goings that has been taking place this summer.  Please 
make an effort to connect with a ministry here in Iraan and 
McCamey; you’ll be glad you did!  If the church, its members and 
its ministries are important to you, then please share this with 
your family, friends, neighbors and co-workers.   

In the coming weeks you’ll be hearing more about learning 
opportunities at both churches – each of us must be diligent in 
growing as disciples of Christ.  You will be hearing about the new 
bell choir and men’s group in McCamey.  You’ll be asked about 
your involvement and commitment to the ministries of our 
congregations. 

Are you ready to grow?  I am convinced that we will grow in 
numbers at both churches: in church school, in study groups, in 
worship.  I believe that we will grow in faith as we share the faith 
that was shared with us.  Above all, I believe that we will grow in 
our love of God and for our neighbors. 

I know that the people of the United Methodist Churches in Iraan 
and McCamey are in store for a great future – come grow with me! 

 

Every blessing, Pastor Charles 



“As members of this congregation, will you faithfully participate in 
its ministries by your “prayers, your presence, your gifts, your 
service and your witness?” The United Methodist Book of Worship, p. 93 

  
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

PRESENCE (July) 
 

Average Weekly  
Worship Attendance  

Iraan: 13   McCamey: 25 
Convalescent Center: 21 

 

Average Weekly Faith  
Formation Attendance 
Iraan: 6   McCamey: 4 

PRAYERS 

PRAYER CONCERNS:  

Lewis Blackburn, family of Fay 
Bushwar, Jonnie Dempsey, 
Elliott & Stella Dillon, the 
Garcia family, the family of 
Stella Gardner, Lucille Gilmore, 
Greg Haggard, Linda Harrison, 
Tom Hill, Giselle Holland, Evea 
Huffaker, Jordan Jernigan, 
Kade Kothman, the Ector 
Martinez family, Billie 
McKenzie, Shane McKenzie, 
Kathy Pearce, Walker Rainey, 
Geraldo Salazar, family of 
Norma Scott, Philip Shankle, 
Doug Smith, Teresa Valenzuela, 
1LT Bradley Ward, Henry 
White and the teachers, 
students and school staff as 
they begin another year. 
 

Recent Prayer Joys:  
All the rain we had in July! the 
interest in the new men’s group 
 

Please pray for those living 
on Ohio Street & West 8th 
Street in Iraan and for those 
living on Pike Avenue & Brazos 
Street in McCamey. 
 

Please lift up the ministries of 
the Rev. Jean Reardon and the 
congregation of the First UMC 
in Brackettville (TX) 

 

 
 
 

 

GIFTS   

One gift that is currently in short 

supply at our two churches is 

church school & study leaders.  Do 

you have a faith worth sharing?  

Contact the pastor to get involved.                                     

The following letter (along with a plaque) 
was received by both congregations in 
recognition of becoming Welcoming 
Congregations! 
 

 

UMC Quick Quiz                                              
(answers are on page eight) 

 

1. “Serving the Church's „Ministry 
of Memory‟" is the motto of 
what General Commission of 
the UMC? 
 

2. Where was the childhood home 
of Francis Asbury, the first 
bishop of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church? 
 

3. Who is the current president of 
the UMC’s Council of Bishops? 

http://www.gbgm-umc.org/fumc-brackett/index.html
http://www.gbgm-umc.org/fumc-brackett/index.html


 

 

Our Worship in August 
 

Sunday after Pentecost 
 

 
August 

 
SCRIPTURE 

LESSON 

 
SERMON  

 

Tenth Sunday after 
Pentecost 

 

1 
 

Colossians 3:1-11 
“Raising our 

sights” 
 

Eleventh Sunday after 
Pentecost 

 
8 
 

 
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 

 

“What are you 
hoping for?” 

 

Twelfth Sunday after 
Pentecost 

 
15 

 

Hebrews 11:29 – 
12:2 

 

“By faith…” 

 

Thirteenth Sunday 
after Pentecost  

 
22 

 
Hebrews 12:18-29 

 

“Receiving the 
kingdom” 

 

Thirteenth Sunday 
after Pentecost 

 
29 

 

Hebrews 13:1-8,    
15-16 

 

“Yesterday, today 
& tomorrow” 

 

 
Nurture – Outreach – Witness  

 

The Ministries of the                             

United Methodist Churches 

in Iraan and McCamey 

 

  

Calling all Badgers! 

Please make sure to invite any and all alumni of 
McCamey High School to worship on Sunday, August 8th 
at 11:00.  We will ask for a blessing on all those who have 
shared the Badger experience with us over the years.  
This is a great opportunity to share with the community 
the fellowship of the First UMC in McCamey.  



   

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

                                                        
  
                                                            

  

 
 

The July meeting (in the home of Louise Carll) featured a program centered on the 

Christian response to immigration.  Louise passed out copies of “The Charter for 

Racial Justice” which was adapted by the 1980 General Conference of the UMC. 

The United Methodist Women of First UMC – McCamey  
Next meeting: August 9th @ 7:00 p.m.  

 

 

The July Fellowship Breakfast in Iraan. 

                                                                   
 
Have you invited someone to our monthly potluck?  Our next one is August 22nd  

Have you invited someone 
to our monthly potluck?  
Our next gathering is on 
August 22nd.  
 

http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umw/resources/racialjustice/charter/
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umw/resources/racialjustice/charter/


 
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

All persons who follow Jesus are called to grow spiritually through the 
practice of various Christian habits, or “means of grace,” such as prayer, 
Bible study, private and corporate worship, acts of service, etc.   Jesus 
taught his disciples practices of spiritual growth and leadership.   

As Disciples of Christ, we are to share with others as they look to us to be 
models and guides.  The United Methodist Men invites you to connect 
with us as we keep our eye on the central reason for this ministry – to help 
others grow to a mature faith in God that moves them to action on behalf 
of others, especially “the least.” (see Matthew 25:31-46)   This aspect of 
“disciple making” is the ultimate goal of all that we do in the church.      

 

 

 

 
Ronnie Ward’s son, Bradley, is serving with the US Army in Iraq. 
 

Please drop him  
a note of support. 
 

Be sure to share 
local news, news- 
paper articles,  
school news, etc. 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 
 
1LT Bradley T. Ward 
HHC, 1-21 IN BN, 2-25 BCT 
FOB Warhorse 
APO, AE  09336 
 

 

 

The M en of 

FUM C– 

M cCam ey   

 

The McCamey Ministerial 
Alliance would like to invite you 
to join them in supporting two of 
our congregation’s members.   
 

Donations may be made at the 
bank or by placing a gift in the 
collection plate and marking it 
“White Family Fund” 
 

<This was the Ad on channel six. 

http://www.gcumm.org/


 
 
      
 
 

                                                               

                 

                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Each week the members of First UMC in McCamey can be found 
engaged in ministry with the residents of the McCamey Convalescent 
Center.  Please join us Sundays at 1:00 pm for the ½ hour chapel 
service and on Thursday mornings at 10:00 am for a time of coffee, 
donuts and conversation. 

 

                                                
 

 

This year’s VBS program 

was enjoyed by the Iraan 

community July 19-23.  
 

FUMC – Iraan hosted part 

of week’s activities in our 

kitchen and fellowship hall. 



M em orial Service at the M cCam ey 

Convalescent Center 

 
 

Funeral service for Norma Ruth Scott 
 

 
(Above) Family members shared favorite hymns following the service. 

On Wednesday, July 21
st
 a memorial 

service was offered to the residents and 

staff of the McCamey Convalescent 

Center in honor of Fay Bushwar and 

Stella Mae Gardner.  The dining room 

was standing-room only as the 

community celebrated the lives of 

these two long-time McCamey 

residents and hospital/convalescent 

center staff members. 
 

Norma Ruth Scott was laid to 

rest on Monday, July 19th in 
Crane.  Norma was a former 
McCamey resident and was a 
life-long United Methodist.  She 
had recently been living in Big 
Spring, Texas.   
 

Pastor Charles officiated at this 
graveside service at the Crane 

County Cemetery. 



Four Scouts and two adult leaders from Troop 900 (Spring Woods UMC in 
Houston) stopped by the First UMC in Iraan on Saturday, July 17th.  The 
troop was on their way to the Buffalo Trails Scout Ranch at Ft. Davis and 
had requested our hospitality.  Troop 900 serves boys from age 11 through 
17.  These Scouts come from both the Spring ISD and Klein ISD areas.  
               
The troop meets every Monday night near the outdoor pavilion and camps 
monthly.  The Scoutmaster is Mike Sondergaard and Cindy King is the 
committee chair. Spring Woods UMC has chartered Troop 900 since 1963.              
  

 

 

On Wednesday, July 14th KWES - Channel 9 out of Midland came to 

McCamey as part of their “Under west Texas Skies” series of live 

broadcasts from communities in the Permian Basin.  Five McCamey 

residents were interviewed, four of whom were from First UMC: 

Wellness Center director Belinda Alkula, Mayor Sherry Phillips, School 

Superintendent Donny Wiley and Jim Witcher displayed how involved 

our members are in the community! 

http://www.sw-umc.org/scouting.html
http://www.buffalotrailbsa.org/camping/btsr_summer.html
sw-umc.org


 
                       

 

       

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 

 
                  
 

 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                    
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 Reaching Out 
We are using all the means available to us to get the word out about our two 
church families:  
 

We are using the internet (church blog’s, e-mail, e-newsletter and Facebook) to 
let the community and the world know about us and our ministries.  See the ads 
for First UMC – Iraan and First UMC – McCamey in Top of Texas Football 
Magazine and in KOSA’s (CBS 7 – Midland) Pigskin Preview.  
 

We are placing notices and announcements in the Pecos River Dispatch and in 
the McCamey News.  We make regular use of McCamey’s cable channel six 
(public service announcements). 
 

Both of the churches are now members of their respective Chamber of 
Commerce organizations – we have brochures – we have thank you gifts for 
new residents and guests.  Our members are active in a wide variety of 
community activities, events and groups.  A weekly worship service and the 
Thursday coffee time is shared with the residents of the McCamey Convalescent 
Center.   
 

The most effective means of reaching people is our members.  Please take this 
month to reach out to one person: a friend, a relation, an acquaintance or a 
neighbor.  Reach out to an inactive member, to a new resident, to a shut-in or a 
single parent.  The important thing is to reach out in the name of the Risen 
Christ – if each one of us does their part, we will celebrate the harvest! 
                                                                         

The BLOGS of FUMC - Iraan &  
FUMC - McCamey: 

 

www.fumc-mccamey.blogspot.com    
or www.fumc-iraan.blogspot.com  

 
(Be sure to sign up as a follower!) 

 

 

 

http://www.totfootball.com/index.html
http://www.totfootball.com/index.html
http://www.fumc-mccamey.blogspot.com/
www.fumc-iraan.blogspot.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First UMC – Iraan 

Each Sunday – 

   Fellowship Time @ 9:00  

   Worship @ 9:30 am 

   Church School @ 10:30 am  

 

Other events:  

Women’s Retreat (in Iraan):  

                                     Aug. 6 - 7 

Ad Council – Aug. 11 @  

6:00 pm 

Pastor Charles in Iraan – 

August 4, 11, 18, 25 

Fellowship Breakfast –     

Aug. 22 @ 8:30 am 

First UMC – McCamey 

Each Sunday – 

   Fellowship Time @ 9:30 am                           

   Church School @ 10:00 am             

   Worship @ 11:00 am 

Convalescent Center @ 1:00 pm 

Each Thursday – Coffee @ 

Convalescent Center, 10:00 am 

Other events:  

McCamey High School 

Reunion, Aug. 6th & 7th  

UMW – Aug. 9, 7:00 pm 

Ministerial Alliance –  

     Aug. 11 @ 10:00 am @  

                        FUMC – McCamey  

Ad Board –Aug. 15 @ 6:00 pm 

  

 

 

UMC QUIZ ANSWERS 
1. The General Commission on Archives and History (GCAH) has as 

its purpose “to promote and care for the historical interest of The 
United Methodist Church.” 
 

2. Great Barr, Staffordshire, England is the birthplace of Bishop 
Francis Asbury. 
 

3. Bishop Larry M. Goodpaster (Western North Carolina Conference) 
is the president of the Council of Bishops for 2010-2012.  
 
 

http://www.gcah.org/site/c.ghKJI0PHIoE/b.2858857/k.BF4D/Home.htm


 

Iraan                       

**Thanks to everyone who supported the community Vacation 

Bible School effort July 19 – 23.  

**Thanks to Lee & Dottie Mann for the gift of a pomegranate 

tree for the McCamey parsonage. 

**Thanks to the First UMC in Iraan for allowing us to stay 

overnight at your church [July 17] on our way to Buffalo Trails 

Scout Ranch at Ft. Davis.  Your hospitality was appreciated! 

- Boy Scout Troop 900, Spring Woods UMC (Houston) 

McCamey 

**Thanks to Cytha Peters for offering her talents in support of 

the Convalescent Center worship service on Sundays. 

**Thanks to Gloria Odom for the inspired table decorations in 

the sanctuary. 

**Thanks to Bobbie & Bill Lester for the gift of a Prickly Pear 

cactus for the parsonage! 

** Thanks to Jim Witcher & Ted Creech for helping with the 

damage caused by termites at the parsonage in McCamey. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Thanks to both congregations for making use of the Facebook 

and church blogs!  Over 7,300 visits have been recorded on the 

two church blogs since January and 36 friends have signed up to 

follow us on Facebook.  Keep spreading the word about what we 

are doing in Iraan and McCamey – the best is yet to come!!! 

Thank You Notes 

http://www.sw-umc.org/scouting.html

