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First United Methodist Church – McCamey 

 

 
 

You are always welcomed by the United 

Methodists of Iraan & McCamey! 

 
FIRST UMC – Iraan  

P.O. Box 816 (401 S. Harte St.) 
Iraan, Texas   79744 

iraanumc@gmail.com  
www.fumc-iraan.blogspot.com  

(432) 639-2333 
 
 

FIRST UMC – McCamey  
P.O. Box 915 (1601 S. Burleson) 

 McCamey, Texas  79752 
mccameyumc@gmail.com  

www.fumc-mccamey.blogspot.com  
(432) 664-8832 

 

Pastor’s Cell:  
(432) 664-8832 

 
 

First United Methodist Church – Iraan 

 

mailto:iraanumc@gmail.com
http://www.fumc-iraan.blogspot.com/
mailto:office@sidney-firstumc.org
http://www.fumc-mccamey.blogspot.com/


The Pastor’s Page 

Hold onto your hats, May is here!  A quick look at the calendar reveals 
that May easily rivals December as the busiest month of the year.  Look at 
this list and see if I’ve forgotten anything:   May Day – Relay for Life – 
Golden Cross Sunday – Cinco de Mayo – FUMC Iraan’s Senior lunch – 
National Day of Prayer – Nurses Day - Festival of the Christian Home – 
Rural Life Sunday – Mother’s Day – FUMC McCamey’s Senior Ice Cream 
Social –Ascension of the Lord – Graduation Day – Armed Forces Day – 
The Day of Pentecost – Aldersgate Day – Peace with Justice Sunday –
Trinity Sunday – Memorial Day.  May is also Asian Pacific American 
Heritage Month and Mental Health Month! 

I’m sure there is something missing from this list, maybe those things that 
maybe considered as “the ordinary” events which make up our life.  The 
sunsets, the west Texas wind, the waves from passing motorists, birthdays 
& anniversaries, shopping, mowing, eating, sleeping and so much more.    

The thing is, in all these “special” times we need to make the effort to 
invite God to share these experiences with us.  In all the “ordinary” times 
we must also remember that God is there already, patiently waiting for us 
to share our experiences with our God. 

And when we’ve shared with God, come, and share your life with the 
community of faith.          

            Every blessing, Pastor Charles 

 

UMC Quick Quiz (answers are on page eight) 
 

1. How many districts are found in the Southwest Texas Conference? 

2. What is the significance of May 24, 1738 to the history of the people 

called Methodist?  

3. Where is the location of the oldest United Methodist Church in the 

United States? 



“As members of this congregation, will you faithfully participate in 
its ministries by your “prayers, your presence, your gifts, your 
service and your witness?" The United Methodist Book of Worship, p, 93.  

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

PRESENCE (April) 
 

Average Weekly  
Worship Attendance  

Iraan: 18   McCamey: 39  
Convalescent Center: 18 

Maundy Thur.: 13 – Good Friday: 12 
Easter Sunrise (Iraan): 25 

 

Average Weekly Faith  
Formation Attendance 
Iraan: 8   McCamey: 6 

 

PRAYERS 

Prayers are requested for Wheeler 
Allen, Joe Arana, Nadine Andrew, 
family of Hady Blackburn, Leanna 
Brewster, Cleatus Brooks, Bobby 
Bynum, Joan Coe, Bernard Christian, 
Joanne Darby, Jay Davis, Jonnie 
Dempsey, Angela Flores, Cindy 
Freehill, Linda Harrison, Margaret 
Karnes, Kade Kothman, Jordan 
Jernigan, Billie McKenzie, Lois Anne 
McKenzie, Shane McKenzie, Kit 
Mendoza, Rosa Mendoza, Cole 
Mitchell, Joe Neill, Cathy Pierce, 
family of Mary Matthews Shaw, 
Doug Smith, Hatcher Watson, and 
Leon Wiley. 
 
Please continue to keep the 
unemployed (especially those with 
children), unspoken requests, our 
service members, our communities 
and our country in your prayers.  
Please pray for the ministries of the 
McCamey Friendship Center. 

 

Please pray for those living on Sixth 
Street & S. McCarver Street in Iraan 
and for those living on Bowie 
Avenue & Sixth Street in McCamey. 

 

Please lift up the ministries of the 
Rev. Steven Rowe and the 
congregation of the First UMC of 
Eldorado (Texas). 

 

 
 
 

 

GIFTS  

 

Peace With Justice Sunday (first Sunday 

after Pentecost - May 30, 2010) enables 

The United Methodist Church to have a 

voice in advocating for peace and justice 

through a broad spectrum of global 

programs.  Visit this link to learn more. 

 

 

 

                

The following letter (along with a plaque) 
was received by both congregations in 
recognition of becoming Welcoming 
Congregations! 
 

 

http://archives.umc.org/Directory/ChurchDetails.asp?FAC=66792&strLong=-100.5999&strLat=30.86121
http://www.umcgiving.org/site/c.qwL6KkNWLrH/b.3833883/


 

 

Our Worship in May 
 

THEME   
 

 
May 

 
SCRIPTURE LESSON 

 
SERMON  

 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 

2 
 

Revelation 21:1-6 
 

“Onward to Zion!” 
 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
(Mother’s Day) 

 
9 
 

 

Revelation 21:10 & 
21:22 – 22:5 

 

“Trustworthy and 
True” 

 

Ascension of the Lord 
Sunday 

 
16 

 

Revelation 22: 12–14, 
16-17, 20-21 

 

“Amen.  
Come Lord Jesus” 

 

The Day of Pentecost 
(Aldersgate Sunday)  

 
23 

 
Acts 2:1-21 

 

“It’s time for  
a party!” 

 

Trinity Sunday 
(Memorial Day) 

 
30 

 
John 16:12-15 

 

“Holy, holy, holy” 

 

 
Nurture – Outreach – Witness  

 

The Ministries of the                             

United Methodist Churches 

in Iraan and McCamey 

Summer Sermon Challenge Series:  Is there a scripture passage that you have 

questions about?  Are there issues that you want to know what the stance of the 

UMC is?  Is there a topic that you’d like to know more about?  Our summer will 

be heating up as for thirteen weeks, (starting June 6th) we will tackle these 

questions and more in our worship services in Iraan and McCamey.  Drop a note 

in the collection plate during May or email Pastor Charles and ask him to preach 

about it – this is your chance to “stump the preacher!” 

mailto:mccameyumc@gmail.com


 

    

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                        
  
             
    
                                                   

  

 

 

 

The United Methodist Women of First UMC – McCamey will 
host our annual Mother-daughter dinner on May 10th at 7:00 
pm!  Please contact any UMW member for more information. 

 

                     
                           
 
 

 

Come and share the food, fun and fellowship at the FUMC in Iraan on 

May 23rd (8:30 am) as we celebrate Pentecost & the birthday of the church! 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

Join us following worship on May 23rd at the FUMC in McCamey  

as we share a slice of Church birthday cake! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Pictures from the April 25th Fellowship Breakfast @ The First UMC– Iraan 
 

 

These 
pictures are 
from the 
April 12th 
meeting 
held at 
Peggy 
Garner’s 
home. 



 
 
      
 
 

                                                               

                 

                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Iraan 

Senior’s 

Lunch:  
 

Join us on May 5th at the First 

UMC in Iraan for the annual 

lunch served to the graduating 

seniors from Iraan High School.  

We will serve the lunch starting 

at noon.  See you there! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The annual Ice Cream 

Social for our High 

School seniors will be 

on May 12
th

 @ 6:00 pm 

 

 

 

McCamey Ice  

Cream Social 

Changing the World: 
One coin at a time! 

 

 

As a part of the United Methodist 
campaign to make malaria history, the 

First UMC in McCamey is collecting loose 
change to buy anti-malaria nets.  In April, 

this effort “netted” $60.00!     

This means that in April we helped 
to purchase SIX nets!!  

 

 

 
McCamey’s Friendship Center needs your help: 

The food pantry in the Center is running low on 

food.  Donations may be taken to the Center on 

the 3rd and 4th Tuesday of each month or may be 

brought to the FUMC – McCamey fellowship 

hall at any time. 



 
                       

 

       

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 

 
                  
 

 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                    
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

A letter from our Bishop 
 
Dear First UMC: 
 

It has come to my attention that Igniting Ministries has awarded you initial 
certification as an official Welcoming Congregation for 2010! 
 

I just want to take a moment to let you know how pleased and proud I am to 
be the Bishop of an Annual Conference of such a committed congregation.  
We encourage you to continue on your journey to be a welcoming 
congregation making disciples for Jesus Christ.  Please know we are grateful 
for all you have done for Christ and the Church.   
 

May God’s grace and peace continue to be with you and the other leaders at 
First UMC.       

             

Sincerely,   Bishop James E. Dorff 
 
Note: Both congregations received a similar letter as both had been recognized as 
Welcoming Congregations. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

                                                                         

 
www.fumc-mccamey.blogspot.com or www.fumc-iraan.blogspot.com  

(Be sure to sign up as a follower!) 
 

                                                   LAY SPEAKING COURSE:  Congratulations to the    
following FUM       C – McCamey members who attended the Lay Speaking  
                                         Basic Course on April 24th held at the First UMC in  
                                         Rankin:  Belinda Alkula, Joan Cole, Bill Lester, Bobbie 
                                         Lester, and Donny Wiley. 

 

Congratulations to James Jordan of the FUMC – Iraan 
for completing the Advanced Lay Speaking Course on 
April 24th in Rankin and received his certification as a 
Lay Speaker. 

 

http://www.fumc-mccamey.blogspot.com/
www.fumc-iraan.blogspot.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First UMC – Iraan 

Each Sunday – 

   Fellowship Time @ 9:00  

   Worship @ 9:30 am 

   Church School @ 10:30 am  

Each Tuesday –  

Ladies Bible Study @ 10:00 am at 

the First Baptist Church (Iraan) 

 

Other events:  

Senior’s Lunch – May 5th @ Noon 

National Day of Prayer – May 6th  

Ad Council – May 12th @ 6:00 pm 

District Conference @ St. Luke 

UMC, San Angelo – May 22, 1:00 pm  

Fellowship Breakfast Potluck –   

                           May 23rd @ 8:30 am 

************************************** 

15 people have signed up as members 

of FUMCIraan on Facebook, see p. 11. 

 

 

First UMC – McCamey 

Each Sunday – 

   Fellowship Time @ 9:30 am                            

   Church School @ 10:00 am               

   Worship @ 11:00 am  

   Convalescent Center @ 1:00 pm 

Each Wednesday                         

   Choir @ 7:00 pm 

Other events: 

National Day of Prayer – May 6th  

United Methodist Women 

                  May 10th @ 7:00 pm 

Senior’s Ice Cream Social 

                   May 12th @ 6:00 pm 

Ad Council – May 16th, 6:00 pm 

District Conference @ St. Luke 

UMC, San Angelo – May 22, 1:00 pm 

Piano Recital – May 23 @ 3:00 pm 

McCamey HS Baccalaureate –                     

                            May 23 @ 6:00 pm  

 

UMC Quick Quiz Answers 
1. There are seven districts in the Southwest Texas Conference: Austin, Corpus 

Christi, Kerrville, McAllen, San Angelo, San Antonio, and Victoria. 

2. On May 24, 1738, John Wesley went to a Moravian Society meeting on 

Aldersgate Street in London and experienced his heart “strangely warmed.” 

3. Barratt’s Chapel in Delaware holds the distinction of being the oldest church 

in our denomination. 

 

http://www.umcswtx.org/history-umc-southwest.html#Section3551643
http://www.ccel.org/ccel/wesley/journal.vi.ii.xvi.html
http://www.sacred-destinations.com/england/london-aldersgate-conversion-site.htm
http://www.barrattschapel.org/


 



 

 

 

 

Iraan 

**Thanks to Everyone who contributed to the funeral luncheon for the family 

of Hady Blackburn: Cathy Allen, Blake Andrews, Carol Calvert, Wanda 

Carpenter,  Mary Clark, Deanna Jordan, the Laneharts, Lois Ann McKenzie,  

Wanda Morrow, Pat Schneider and Mary Rylander. 

**Flowers by Kirke - Thanks to Kirke McKenzie for his efforts in making our 

community so pretty.  The field of bluebonnets and other wildflowers in front 

of the Iraan Hospital are a feast for the eyes! 

**Thanks to Ronnie for taking care of the extra church landscaping needs.    

**Thanks to everyone who brought food and shared the fellowship at the 

April breakfast potluck.  This is becoming a favorite new tradition at the 

church! 

McCamey 

**Catalyst for Youth Events:  Thank you guys so much for allowing us to use 

your church!  We won’t forget y’all!   

**Thanks to the volunteers who made the 2009-2010 Badgers for Christ 

events such a success!  In April, the volunteers were Belinda Alkula, Andy 

Andrews, Joan Coe, Bill Lester, Gloria Odom and Debbie White. 

**Thanks to Gloria Odom for the attractive communion table decorations 

each week. 

**Thanks to Mary Witcher for making our fellowship hall decorations look 

so inviting each month! 

**Thanks to Cytha Peters, Louise Carll and the choir members for the 

wonderful music in our worship each week. 

 

Thank you notes 



                                                      ALDERSGATE DAY 2010 
                                  The Rev. John Wesley’s journal  

                                                entry for Wednesday, May 24, 1738 

 
       [Wesley’s conversion memorial, London]  

                

 

 

 

 

                                                                        I think it was about five this morning that I opened my  

                                                                        Testament on those words, “There are given unto us  

                                                                        exceeding great and precious promises, even that ye  

                                                                        should be partakers of the divine nature” [II Peter 1:4].  

                                                                        Just as I went out, I opened it again on those words,  

                                                                        “Thou art not far from the kingdom of God.”  

                                                                        [Mark 12:34].  

 

                                                                            

In the afternoon I was asked to go to St. Paul’s [Cathedral].  The anthem was, “Out of the deep have I  

called unto Thee, O Lord: Lord, hear my voice. Oh, let Thine ears consider well the voice of my 

complaint.  If Thou, Lord, wilt be extreme to mark what is done amiss, O Lord, who may abide it?  

For there is mercy with Thee; therefore shalt Thou be feared.  O Israel, trust in the Lord: for with the 

Lord there is mercy, and with Him is plenteous redemption.  And He shall redeem Israel from all his 

sins.”   
 

In the evening I went very unwillingly to a [Moravian] society in Aldersgate Street [London], where 

one was reading Luther’s preface to the Epistle to the Romans.  About a quarter before nine, while he 

was describing the change which God works in the heart through faith in Christ, I felt my heart 

strangely warmed.  I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone, for salvation; and an assurance was given 

me that He had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of sin and death.   
 

I began to pray with all my might for those who had in a more especial manner despitefully used me 

and persecuted me.  I then testified openly to all there what I now first felt in my heart.  But it was not 

long before the enemy suggested, “This cannot be faith; for where is thy joy?”  Then was I taught 

that peace and victory over sin are essential to faith in the Captain of our salvation; but that, as to the 

transports of joy that usually attend the beginning of it, especially in those who have mourned deeply, 

God sometimes giveth, sometimes withholdeth, them according to the counsels of His own will.  
 

After my return home, I was much buffeted with temptations, but I cried out, and they fled away.  

They returned again and again.  I as often lifted up my eyes, and He “sent me help from his holy 

place.”  And herein I found the difference between this and my former state chiefly consisted. I was 

striving, yea, fighting with all my might under the law, as well as under grace.  But then I was 

sometimes, if not often, conquered; now, I was always conqueror. 

 

http://www.sacred-destinations.com/england/london-aldersgate-conversion-site.htm


 
These notes were posted to the FUMC Iraan Facebook group: 

 
“Attended there for 15 years and have so many good memories of the good 
people of FUMC Iraan.  Still looks as pretty as ever.  I still miss that place.”         
– Sue Sorrells 
 

“My great grandparents were charter members & my great grandad helped 
build the church.  My grandparents Ralph & Betha Chalfant were life long 
members, my aunt Sherry and my mother Sandra were married in that church. 
I was baptized in this church and so was my son.  Our roots are deep and I'm 
very proud!” – Kassi Bridges Brady 
 

“I have so many wonderful memories of growing up in that church...especially 
during the Christmas season.” – Leigh Scallorn 
 

“What a terrific site! [the blog] I grew up in Iraan and lived catty-cornered 
from FUMC.  I mowed that yard many, many times! The pictures brought back 
a flood of memories -- the little details I had forgotten, like the communion cup 
holes in the rail, are priceless.  I graduated high school in 1982, and my folks 
moved in 1983, so I’ve never really been back.  I sure do miss Iraan and good 
times I had at FUMC.  I was baptized there by the Rev. Rodney Roberts in the 
early 1970s.”   – David Sorrells  
 

“I haven't been there since we moved.  Ohhh how I miss Iraan :o  {Thx for the 
suggestion for this page Steve. :o} “ – Amy Fisher  
**************************************************************************************** 
FUMC Iraan FB group members: Karla Aldridge, Pastor Charles, Belinda 
Alkula, Kassi Bridges Brady, Amy Fisher,  Sandra Green, Steve Peacock,  
Marcy Galindo Powers, Bernard Preston Ritchea, Mary Rylander,  Leigh 
Scallorn, David Sorrells, Sue Sorrells, Janet Weyant, and Alyssa Wilson.  
 
FUMC McCamey FB group members: Pastor Charles, Belinda Alkula, Nic 
Gray, Amy Lester, and Linda Roberts. 


