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First United Methodist Church – McCamey 

 

 
 
 

FIRST UMC – Iraan  
P.O. Box 816 (401 S. Harte St.) 

Iraan, Texas   79744 
iraanumc@gmail.com  

www.fumc-iraan.blogspot.com  
(432) 639-2333 

 
 

FIRST UMC – McCamey  
P.O. Box 964 (1601 S. Burleson) 

 McCamey, Texas  79752 
mccameyumc@gmail.com  

www.fumc-mccamey.blogspot.com  
(432) 652-8824 

 

NEW: Pastor’s Cell # 
(432) 208-8201 

 

NEW: Parsonage Phone # 
(432) 652-3476 

 
 

First United Methodist Church – Iraan 

 
 

mailto:iraanumc@gmail.com
http://www.fumc-iraan.blogspot.com/
mailto:office@sidney-firstumc.org
http://www.fumc-mccamey.blogspot.com/


 

The Pastor’s Page      
                                             

“Atheists and agnostics, Jews and Mormons are among the highest-scoring 
groups on a new survey of religious knowledge, outperforming evangelical 
Protestants, mainline Protestants and Catholics on questions about the core 
teachings, history and leading figures of major world religions. 

On average, Americans correctly answer 16 of the 32 religious knowledge 
questions on the survey by the Pew Research Center’s Forum on 
Religion & Public Life.  Atheists and agnostics average 20.9 correct 
answers.  Jews and Mormons do about as well, averaging 20.5 and 20.3 
correct answers, respectively.  Protestants as a whole average 16 correct 
answers; Catholics as a whole, 14.7.  Atheists and agnostics, Jews and 
Mormons perform better than other groups on the survey even after 
controlling for differing levels of education.”  – from Pew Forum web site 

This report, from a reliable and trusted source for faith-based research, 
reveals a disturbing fact of life for those in the local church: We just don’t 
know as much as we thought we did about our own faith and practices of 
our religion.  Take the brief 15-question quiz offered by the Pew Forum and 
see how you do.  When you’re done, come back, and read the rest of this 
page. 

So much has been said over the years about the decline in numbers in local 
Christian communities.  One need only look around Iraan and McCamey 
and see the empty buildings where once vibrant congregations of Christians 
gathered for worship and ministry.   

It is up to each one of us to study the Word of God, to be mindful  of the 
history of the Christian religion (and our place in the company of the 
saints), to become aware of the beliefs and practices of the United 
Methodist Church and to gather together and share what we’ve learned.  
But it must not end with our own understanding or with our own faith 
communities or else we become selfish and short-sighted. 

Our faith is a shared faith.  Our purpose is to always be “making Disciples 
of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World.”  Let us 
continue to grow in faith, in discipleship and in love. 

Every blessing, Pastor Charles   

 

 

 

  

http://pewforum.org/Other-Beliefs-and-Practices/U-S-Religious-Knowledge-Survey.aspx
http://features.pewforum.org/quiz/us-religious-knowledge/index.php


“As members of this congregation, will you faithfully participate in 
its ministries by your “prayers, your presence, your gifts, your 
service and your witness?” The United Methodist Book of Worship, p. 93 

  
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

PRESENCE (September) 
 

Average Weekly  
Worship Attendance  

Iraan: 16   McCamey: 38 
Convalescent Center: 18 

Badgers for Christ: 45 
 

Average Weekly Faith  
Formation Attendance 
Iraan: 6   McCamey: 6 

PRAYERS 

RECENT PRAYER CONCERNS: 

Cleatus Brooks, family of Royce 
Burnett, Lewis Blackburn,  
Tommy Dale King Bullard, 
Leola Curry, Jonnie Dempsey, 
Donnie Feagan, Greg Haggard, 
Linda Harrison, Tom Hill, 
Giselle Holland, Evea Huffaker, 
Jordan Jernigan, Elmer Jones, 
Payton Kennedy, Kade 
Kothman, Jim & Teresa 
Lovingood, Billie McKenzie, 
Lois Ann McKenzie, Shane 
McKenzie, Kathy Pearce, family 
of Johnny Ross, Geraldo 
Salazar, Philip Shankle, Doug 
Smith, Diana & Hal Sykes, 
Teresa Valenzuela, Jean 
Vandigriff (Pastor Charles’ 
mother), 1LT Bradley Ward and 
Henry White.  
Recent Prayer Joys: The 
Relay for Life coming to Crane 
next May; The FUMC – 
McCamey homecoming parade 
entry. 
Please pray for those living 
on Ohio Street & W. 8th Street 
in Iraan and for those living on 
Juno Street and W. 2nd Street in 
McCamey. 
Please lift up the ministries of 
the Rev. Mark Krause and the 
congregation of the Art United 
Methodist Church (located in 
Mason County, Texas). 

 
 
 

 

 

Please talk with the pastor about being 

involved in a lay leadership role in 2011. 

The following letter (along with a plaque) 
was received by both congregations in 
recognition of becoming Welcoming 
Congregations! 
 

 

UMC Quick Quiz                                              
(answers are on page eight) 

 

1. What is the largest 
denominational church 
group for women in the US? 

2. How many United 
Methodist seminaries are 
there? 

3. The McCurdy School is 
named in honor of whom? 



 

 

Sunday after 
Pentecost 

 

 

October 
 

SCRIPTURE 
LESSON 

 
SERMON  

 

Nineteenth 
Sunday after 

Pentecost 

 
3 

 
Luke 17:5-10 

 
“It’s my job” 

 

Twentieth Sunday 
after Pentecost 

 
10 

 
Luke 17:11-19 

 

“What has your 
faith done?” 

 

Twenty-first 
Sunday after 

Pentecost 

 
17 

 
Luke 18:1-10 

 

“Will He find 
faith here? 

 

Twenty-second 
Sunday after 

Pentecost  

 
24 

 
Luke 18:9-14 

 

“The Jesus 
Prayer” 

 

Twenty-third 
Sunday after 

Pentecost  
 

Reformation Day 

 
 

31 

 
 

TBA 

 

Iraan:  
Wanda Carpenter 

 

McCamey: 
Bill & Bobbie Lester 

 

 
Nurture – Outreach – Witness  

 

The Ministries of the                             

United Methodist Churches 

in Iraan and McCamey 

Reformation Day is a festival that is celebrated by Christians of many 
Protestant denominations.  It commemorates Dr. Martin Luther's posting of his 
Ninety-five Theses on the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg, Saxony (in 
what is now Germany) on October 31, 1517.  This act triggered the movement 
in world history known as the Reformation.  While the historical date for the 
observance of Reformation Day is October 31st, most churches celebrate it on the 
last Sunday in October.  

http://www.stpaulskingsville.org/reformation.htm


   

 

 

                                                        
  
                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The McCamey UMW gathered in the fellowship hall on September 
13th for the group’s annual “salad supper.”  It was wonderful to see 
the wonderful assortment of salads arrayed on the table!  Belinda 
Alkula presented our program which featured selections from Anita 
Renfroe, a comedian/singer whose approach to the life of women is 
centered in her faith in Christ.   
 

The business portion of the evening saw the unit officers being 
retained for 2010-2011: Jean Myrick, president; Bobbie Lester, 
secretary; Louise Carll, treasurer.   
 
 
 

Present tonight were: Belinda Alkula, Pastor Charles, Louise Carll, 
Bobbie Lester, Theodora Matthews, Jean Myrick and Cytha Peters. 

The United Methodist Women  
 

Next meeting: October 11 @ 7:00 pm  
 

 
 

Hand Bell Choir 
rehearsals will not 

be held during 
October.  Please 
join us again on 
Wednesday, Nov. 
3rd at 8:00 pm. 

First UMC on the Town  
You’re invited to join other United Methodists at 
Benoit’s in McCamey on Friday, October 8th at 6:00 pm 
for a “Dutch Treat” meal.   No muss – no fuss – no 
program.  Just some Christians enjoying each other’s 
company. 
 

No muss, no fuss, just a bunch of neighbors 
sharing a meal. 

http://www.anitarenfroe.com/
http://www.anitarenfroe.com/


 

 

 
 
 
 

The September 26th  

Fellowship Breakfast in Iraan.                                                            

 

 

 
  

Have you invited someone to our monthly 
potluck?  We had three guests from the 
First Baptist church at our September 
gathering!  Our next breakfast potluck is on 
October 24th. 
       

 

Join us as each of us discovers our 
Biblical role as a man.   Join us as we 
each look inward to our strengths.   
Join us as we each look inward to 
our weaknesses.  Join us as we begin 
our servant leader trek.   Join us as 
we each look outward to others as we 
seek to make disciples for Jesus 
Christ.   

The United Methodist Men have set 
out on a new venture to discover and 
meet the needs of Christian Men in 
today's hostile world.   

Men seeking membership in a local 
UMM Fellowship shall subscribe to 
the "Purpose" of the UMM and to 
these personal objectives: 

 Engage daily in Bible study 
and prayer. 

 Bear witness to Christ's way in 
daily work and in all personal 
contacts through words and 
actions. 

 Engage in some definite 
Christian service. 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We had a good turn-out for the oft-delayed September gathering of Badgers for Christ which 
took place on Wednesday, September 29th.  Over forty hungry Badger students, teachers and 
FUMC members gathered in the fellowship hall for pizza and sodas!   
 

 The next Badgers for Christ lunch will be on October 20th at noon with Mr. Wiley’s 
famous burgers on the menu!!! 
 

 

 

   
 

    



 

    Mark your calendar and spread the word!  From   
    October 10th through the 19th, there is going to be a    
    10-day online event that will mobilize passionate   
    people to stand up and be counted for causes they   
    believe in, and you will have a front row seat.  It’s   
    called 10-Fold.  

                                        Each day will feature a different mission project of                                                                                               
                                       the General Board of Global Ministries supported through 
The Advance, the designated giving arm of The United Methodist Church.  Through live 
webcasts, streaming video, online chats and other media, you will learn about these 
amazing ministries that are changing people’s lives.  

And by visiting 10-Fold.org daily and registering your interest, you’ll be able help secure 
tangible support for each project.  It’s easy.  With one click, you can trigger a $1.00 
donation each day of 10-Fold, up $10,000 for each project.  

Be a part of a movement that multiplies God’s work, be counted, and help create an effect 
that is 10-Fold in good works. 

  

 

 

 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

UMC QUIZ ANSWERS (from page three) 
 

1. The United Methodist Women is the largest denominational faith organization for 
women with approximately 800,000 members whose mission is fostering spiritual 
growth, developing leaders and advocating for justice. 

2. There are thirteen seminaries and theological schools affiliated with the UMC.  
3. Edith M. McCurdy was the Spanish language instructor of Miss Millie Perkins, the 

first teacher at the Santa Cruz Mission School (later McCurdy School). 
 

 

Become a Facebook Fan and encourage your Friends to join you. And 
don’t forget to RSVP to the 10-Fold Event on Facebook.  As October 
approaches, you will get 10-Fold updates on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/GlobalMinistries  and 
www.facebook.com/event.php?eid=126405637388518&index=1   

Follow 10-Fold on Twitter and be sure to tweet about the event to 
your followers.   Stay up to the minute on the conversation by following 
10-Fold on Twitter. And when you participate, use #10Fold so you can be 
part of the worldwide conversation: twitter.com/ConnectnMission 

And when you spread the word, be sure to include a link to the 10-Fold 
video on YouTube.  

 

http://www.10-fold.org/
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umw/about/
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umw/about/mission/
http://www.gbhem.org/site/c.lsKSL3POLvF/b.3474255/
http://www.facebook.com/GlobalMinistries
http://www.facebook.com/event.php?eid=126405637388518&index=1
http://twitter.com/ConnectnMission
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=enb3SV7Dl14
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=enb3SV7Dl14


                                                              

                 

                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

World Communion Sunday 
 
World Communion Sunday is one of 
the six “Special Sundays” that are 
designated by the General 
Conference of the United Methodist 
Church.   
 
The date for this year’s observance 
is October 3rd. 
 
Please invite your FRAN (Friends, 
Relatives and Neighbors) to worship 
with us as we celebrate the gift of 
God which is given to the entire 
world. 
 

 

"This is how much God loved 
the world: He gave His Son, 

His one and only Son. And this 
is why: so that no one need be 

destroyed; by believing in 
Him, anyone can have a whole 

and lasting life.” 
 

– The Message 

DIABETES CLASS 
 

Saturday, October 23rd, 9:00 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Wellness Center in McCamey 
  
This class is for adults who want to know ways to improve the quality of 
life for those living with diabetes.  There will be healthy snacks and drinks 
provided.  Additionally, participants will be eligible for door prizes! Class size is 
limited, so please call soon!  For more information and/or to register for this 
FREE CLASS, please contact Jodie Helms, Extension Agent, Upton County 
Extension Office at 432-693-2281 or by email:  JKHelms@ag.tamu.edu . 
 

http://www.umcgiving.org/site/c.qwL6KkNWLrH/b.3833895/k.62D/Special_Sundays__World_Communion_Sunday__Overview.htm
mailto:JKHelms@ag.tamu.edu


 

                       

 

       

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 

 
                  
 

 
 
 

                                                                                  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

McCamey Ministerial Alliance News 
McCamey’s 5th Quarter:  The 5th Quarter tradition continues this month 
following the McCamey – Iraan football game.  Students will be encouraged to 
gather at the First Assembly of God Church (406 E. 7th St.) for food and fun.   
The Ministerial Alliance officers for the 2010-2011 year (September – 
August) were elected at the September meeting.  The officers are: Dr. Charles 
Alkula, president; Rev. David Snodgrass, vice-president and Hugo Gonzalez, 
treasurer/secretary. 

The meeting day for the Ministerial Alliance has changed.  Starting in October, 
the meeting day will be the second Tuesday of the month.  The time remains the 
same, 10:00 am.  The next meeting will be on October 12th at the First Assembly 
of God Church. 
EXCELL: October’s EXCELL youth gathering will be on the 20th (7:00 pm) at 
the First Assembly of God Church. 
Badgers for Christ: October’s lunch for the high school students and teachers 
will be October 20th at noon at the First UMC. 
 

 
 

                                                                       

 

The BLOGS of FUMC - Iraan &  
FUMC - McCamey: 

 

www.fumc-mccamey.blogspot.com    
or www.fumc-iraan.blogspot.com  

 
(Be sure to sign up as a follower!) 

 
Have you signed up for our First UMC 

Facebook groups?  It is a great way to 

keep up with the latest news, see what 

events are coming up and see all the 

pictures that Pastor Charles and Belinda 

take!     

      

LARGE PRINT HYMNALS 
 

We still have several large-print 
hymnals that will be used at the 
McCamey Convalescent Center that are 
available for dedication.   
 

There are two ways to have a hymnal 
dedicated in honor or in memory of 
someone.  You may place a check for 
$15 in the offering plate (in the memo 
line write: hymnal) or give cash or 
check for $15 to either James Jordan 
(Iraan) or Bill Lester (McCamey). 
 

The hymnals will be dedicated on 
November 7th. 

http://www.fumc-mccamey.blogspot.com/
www.fumc-iraan.blogspot.com


 
Please contact Pastor Charles to discuss your interest: 

 

Administrative Committees 
Finance/Stewardship (Iraan: James Jordan; McCamey: Bill Lester) 
Pastor/Parish Relations Committee – PPRC (Iraan: Wanda Carpenter 
or Pastor Charles; McCamey: Donny Wiley or Pastor Charles) 
Trustees (Iraan: Ronnie Ward; McCamey: Roy Kephart) 
 

Areas of Service 
 

Nurture Ministries: Education, fellowship, funeral meals, shut-ins, worship, 
United Methodist Women, United Methodist Men, etc. 
Outreach Ministries: NOMADS, Badgers for Christ, McCamey Convalescent 
Center, Ministerial Alliance, etc.  
Witness Ministries: Lay speaking, public relations, community events, 
cards, prayer list/chain, evangelism, Scouts, etc. 
 
 

 
 

  Help wanted:   
There is an urgent need for people who want 
to be involved in their church!!!  Please see 
where you can offer yourself in service to 

God’s church.  If everyone does something, 
no one will have to do everything. There is a 
ministry waiting for you to claim it.  What is 

God asking you to do in your church? 

 

Advent devotional writers needed!   
 
Pastor Charles is looking for people 
from both congregations to write a 
one-paragraph entry for the parish 
Advent Devotional.  Please contact 
the pastor by October 31st to reserve 
your space for what promises to be 
a unique and valuable devotional 
resource.  Both on-line (on the blog) 
and paper copies will be available. 
 



 
You don’t have to go through it alone.  Most people will tell you that separation and divorce 
are the most painful and stressful experiences they’ve ever faced. It’s a confusing time when 
you feel isolated and have lots of questions about issues you’ve never faced before. 

DivorceCare groups meet weekly to help you face these challenges and move toward 
rebuilding your life.  Each DivorceCare session has two distinct elements:  

A Seminar with Experts: During the first 30–40 minutes of the meeting, each 
DivorceCare group watches a video seminar featuring top experts on divorce and recovery 
subjects.   A Support Group with Focus: After viewing the video, DivorceCare group 
participants spend time as a support group, discussing what was presented in that week’s 
video seminar and what is going on in the lives of group members.  
 

A DivorceCare group will be starting in January.  Contact the pastor to sign up. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

It may be hard for you to feel optimistic about the future right now.  If you’ve lost a spouse, 
child, family member or friend, you’ve probably found there are not many people who 
understand the deep hurt you feel.  This can be a confusing time when you feel isolated and 
have many questions about things you’ve never faced before.  GriefShare groups meet 
weekly to help you face these challenges and move toward rebuilding your life.  

Each GriefShare session has three distinct elements: : Each 
week your GriefShare group will watch a video seminar featuring top experts on grief and 
recovery subjects.  These videos are produced in an interesting-to-watch television magazine 
format featuring expert interviews, real-life case studies, dramatic reenactments and on-
location video.  : After viewing the video, you 
and the other group members will spend time as a support group, discussing what was 
presented in that week’s video seminar and what is going on in your lives. 

: During the week you will have the 
opportunity to use your workbook for further personal study of the grieving process and to 
help sort out your emotions through journaling.  Your group will spend time discussing 
questions and comments from the workbook study. 

The GriefShare group will start on November 3
rd

 at the First UMC in McCamey 

with the theme, “Surviving the Holidays (this group will run during November 

& December).  Contact Pastor Charles to learn more. 
 

mailto:mccameyumc@gmail.com
mailto:mccameyumc@gmail.com


   

           
 

 

 

 

First UMC (McCamey) in the 

McCamey High School 

homecoming parade on September 

24
th

! 

 
 

Top left: Assembling the mission 

payload. 

Middle left: At work in the docking 

station (the parsonage garage). 

Middle right: Ready to launch. 

Bottom left: The crew of the First 

UMC space ship! 

 

The theme of this year’s homecoming 
parade was “We’re out of this world.” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First UMC – Iraan 

Each Sunday – 

   Fellowship Time @ 9:00  

   Worship @ 9:30 am 

   Church School @ 10:30 am  

Other events:  

Ad Council – Oct. 13 @  

      6:00 pm 

Pastor Charles in Iraan – 

Oct. 4, 11, 18, 25 

Fellowship Breakfast –     

Oct. 24 @ 8:30 am 

First UMC – McCamey 

Each Sunday – 

   Fellowship Time @ 9:30 am                           

   Church School @ 10:00 am             

   Worship @ 11:00 am 

Convalescent Center @ 1:00 pm 

Each Wednesday –  

      Choir @ 7:00 pm  

Each Thursday – Coffee @ 

Convalescent Center, 10:00 am 

Other events:  

UMC Night Out @ Benoit’s – 

                          Oct. 8 @ 6:00 pm 

UMM – Oct. 9 @ 7:30 am 

UMW – Oct. 11 @ 7:00 pm 

Ministerial Alliance –  

      Oct. 12 @ 10:00 am @ FAOG 

Ad Board –Oct. 17 @ 6:00 pm 

Badgers for Christ –  

                             Oct. 20 @ Noon 

EXCELL – Oct. 20 @ 7:00 pm  

Fifth Quarter – Oct. 22 

following McCamey – Iraan 

football game @ FAOG 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Charles will be attending 
the second session of the Two-
year Academy for Spiritual 
Formation in San Antonio this 
month.  The dates are October 26th 
– 31st.   

The date of the 2010 
Church Conference has 

been set (for both 
churches) for Sunday, 
November 7th during 
the worship service. 



 

Iraan:    

**Thanks to James Jordon for delivering the message at the worship service on Labor 
Day Weekend, while Pastor Charles and Belinda were away. 
**Pastor Charles thanks Burton Lanehart for the beautiful hand-crafted cross and flame 
that he made for him.  It will serve as a very special reminder of his time with Iraan’s 
FUMC family. 
**Thanks to James Jordon for his willingness to serve as the Sunday school teacher 
**Thanks to Wanda Morrow for all her efforts which resulted in making this year’s high 
school reunion an extra-special one for all involved!  Your church family is so appreciative 
of you! 
**Thanks to Wanda Carpenter for her loving service as lay leader of our church.  We are 
grateful for your loving spirit and gracious generosity!  
**Thank you [Pastor Charles] so much for the beautiful little cross.  You are always 
doing nice things for us!  My cross is especially pretty as mine has a white dove on it.  Am 
so glad you two came to Iraan – many thanks and love, Marie [Richardson] 
 
 

McCamey: 

**Thank you for keeping our family in your thoughts and prayers.  The support provided us 
in our time of need was greatly appreciated.  The cards, phone calls, and help with the 
hotel, hospital visits were so very much appreciated and needed.  Henry & Debbie 
White  
**Thanks to everyone who helped with the homecoming float:  Jim & Mary Witcher, 
Bill & Bobbie Lester and Belinda Alkula for their help in getting the treats for the 
homecoming float ready, and to Gloria Odom for her contribution of some of the treats; 
to Donny Wiley for the use of his golf cart for the parade; to Bobbie & Bill Lester and 
Belinda Alkula for help in decorating the float; and to Ashley Ricks and Abby 
Venegas for their help tossing the treats to the crowds lining the parade route!  
**Thanks to Gloria Odom for the generous gift of needed materials for the parsonage 
grounds-improvement campaign.  Thanks to her help, we have a lovely “new look” to the 
front of the parsonage! 
**Thanks to Gladys Dorris, Bill Lester, Billie Mitchell, Jean Myrick, Gloria 
Odom and Debbie White for their help with the September “Badgers for Christ” 
lunch!  We appreciate the folks who donated the pizza and the soft drinks and their time to 
help make it a success!   
**Thanks to Sara Hill for her willingness to serve as the bell choir leader.   
**Thanks Bill and Bobbie Lester for delivering the message at the worship services at 
the church and the convalescent center on Labor Day Weekend. 
**Thanks to Donny Wiley and Dolly Lynch for their service as lectors this month.  
**Pastor Charles and Belinda want to thank the church family for the very generous gift of 
a year’s membership at our new wellness center in town! 
**Thanks to Roy Kephart for fixing the leaking outdoor faucets at the parsonage! 
 
 

 

Thank You Notes 


